
The Magician’s horse 
Working through a story is an exciting journey, though

not always a straightforward one. In a fairy tale, balance
is restored by the end, and the hero completes their

journey by stepping into the next stage of self-
development.

This is our task too: to interpret the twists and “codes”
of the fairy tale in our own lives, and to discover the
steps that will help us become better masters and

mistresses of our own destiny.

This set of 21 illustrated cards is designed to guide you
on your own self-discovery journey through the folk

tale The Magicians horse.
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Seeking the Way

A prince is separated from his family

and wanders in the forest.

Have you ever been in a situation

where you didn’t know where to

go?

What feelings accompanied you in

that moment?

What resources were available to

help you?

What fears did you experience in

this situation?
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The Old Magician

The Prince meets the Old Man in the

palace and asks him for a job.

What does help mean to you?

Do you accept help from others,

and if so, how?

Which of your qualities help you

connect with others?

Do you find it easy to ask for help?

Are you more comfortable helping

others or asking for help?
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The Tasks

The Old Magician gives the Prince

three tasks.

Are there any challenges in your

life that feel similar to the tasks

the Prince faces?

How do you respond to these

challenges?

What motivates you to complete

difficult tasks?

What kinds of tasks do you enjoy

doing?

Do you find it easy to complete

tasks set by others?
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Punishment

The Prince forgets about the fire and the

old man punishes him

Have you ever forgotten something

that got you in trouble?

What were the consequences of your

forgetfulness?

How did you feel in that situation?

What could you have done differently

to avoid getting into trouble?

What did you learn from the experience?

Have you ever felt it was unfair when

you were punished for something?
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The Black Horse

The magician's horse helps the Prince

become king, offering advice and

resources.

What resources do you need to rule

your own life?

What resources do you already have

at your disposal?

Do you have someone in your life who

can help you make the best use of your

own resources?

What kind of help are you open to

accepting?

Have you ever had someone in your

life who didn’t give you objects or

money but taught you valuable lessons

instead?
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 The Burning of the Palace

Have you ever "burned down"
everything in your life—leaving no
way back? What kind of situation
was it?
How did it feel to know there was
no turning back?
Looking back, why did you decide
to leave no path for return?
How much of your decision was
instinctive, and how much did you
think through the consequences
beforehand?
How much do you trust your
intuition?
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Escape with the black horse
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The Prince jumped into the saddle and

rode away.

Why do you think the Prince left

and followed the Horse’s advice?

Do you believe you can change?

How afraid are you of the

consequences of your actions?

Do you tend to run away from

them or face them head on?

Have you ever risked everything

for something or someone? How

did it feel





The Chase
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Has there ever been a time in your
life when you fled a situation?
When fleeing, did you look ahead
or keep looking back and forth?
Do you tend to run away from
problems or try to solve them?
Do you easily learn from your
mistakes? Are you able to
recognize them?
How has solving a mistake or
difficulty improved you in
different areas of your life?
What are some of your fears that,
if faced, could move your life
forward?





The Magic Mirror

The magic mirror shatters and cuts

the leg of the magician’s horse.

What do you think the magician

might have seen about himself

that stopped him?

If you had a magic mirror, what

might you see about yourself that

could prevent you from achieving

your goals?

What do you like to see about

yourself when you look in the

mirror? Why?

What helps you see and

understand yourself better? Who

or what is your magic mirror?
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Listening for the Sounds of Danger

Do you listen to the sounds and

signals inside you?

In what situations does your inner

voice or intuition help you?

What helps you hear these inner

voices? How do you notice them?
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The Comb

The comb becomes a forest and

prevents the old man from chasing the

Prince.

What can you do to cope with past

pain and trauma?

What might be preventing you

from doing this?

What does a dense forest symbolize

for you?

What difficulties are you

currently facing in your life?

What would be the “axe" in your

life that could help you navigate

through your dense forest of

challenges?
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The Whip

The whip becomes a river, and the old

man drowns.

Are there things in your life that

feel out of your control?

What can you do to regain control

of your life?

Has it ever happened that when you

were hurt, you returned the hurt

in the same way? How did you feel

afterward?

What are your thoughts on the

saying, “An eye for an eye, a tooth

for a tooth"?
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The Stone Hall
The earth opens, and the stone hall appears.

Are there areas of your life that remain

hidden or unexplored?

These may be topics you avoid discussing

or skills you’re unaware of.

How can you open the doors of the earth

and the stone hall to discover these

parts of yourself? What steps toward

self-awareness do you need to take?

What inner resources do you possess?

How can you access and mobilize them?

What feeds and strengthens these

resources?
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Gardener
The Prince serves as a gardener, hiding

his identity under a turban.

Have you ever hidden your true

feelings or thoughts from others?

Have you ever found yourself in a

situation where you pretended to be

someone other than who you really

are? Why was that necessary?

What is your treasure (your “golden

hair") that you keep hidden? How do

you think others would react if you

revealed it?

Is there a quality about yourself

that you hide most of the time? Why

do you avoid showing it to others?
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Feeding the Black Horse

How do you take care of your own

inner energy and strength?

Do you take enough time to rest

and recharge?

How often do you engage in

activities that bring you pleasure

and satisfaction?

If you had to describe your inner

black horse, what qualities would

it have?

What would you give it to nourish

it properly?

What is your relationship like

with your black horse?
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Diamond Apple and Marriage

The diamond apple also represents
opportunities in our lives.

Can you take advantage of the
opportunities that come your way?
If not, why not?
How are your relationships with
others?
Who are the people in your life
who see you as valuable? Do they
take responsibility for their
opinions of you in front of others?
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Victory in Battles

The prince, disguised and riding the
black horse, wins his battles.

What could it mean for the prince
to fight battles in disguise?
Are there areas in your life where
you can only fight by hiding parts
of yourself?
In what areas of your life do you
need to fight battles, and who can
you count on for help?
What resources do you have to
help you win?
Are there any battles in your life
right now that you need to fight?
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The hero

The king and his sons-in-law talk

about the hero and speculate.

Are there people in your life you

want to prove yourself to? Who

are they? What do you need to win

them over or prove yourself to

them?

Have you ever proven that you are

worth something? If not, why not?

Who can you be a hero to?

How can you perform heroic deeds

in your life?
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The Bandage

The King ties the knight’s leg with his

handkerchief.

Are there any wounds in your life

that need healing at the moment,

whether emotional or physical?

How can these wounds be healed?

Who can help you with this?
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The Catch
The wife discovers the handkerchief.

Do you keep things from others?

Why do you hide them?

Is there someone you would trust

with your secret if you felt safe

sharing it?

How do you think others would

react if they knew the truth?

How would your life change if you

stopped hiding it?

What matters more to you: what

others think of you or your own

self-image?

Do you have people in your life who

believe in you and recognize your

values?
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The Celebration

Celebrating the hero who will be made

king.

What does recognition mean to

you?

Think of a situation where you

achieved a goal or realized a

dream.

What would be the greatest form

of recognition for you right now?

Who or what do you depend on for

recognition in your life?

How much do you rely on feedback

from others in your daily life?

What makes you feel truly

valuable?
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